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¥ashin,p:ton 

IKACTIV: 
.•,-.-" PUERTO RICAIT COMIITTEE SECOiniEHDS imEDLS TOPZ RATES ' . ., . . : 

A scale of hourly wa;ge rates for needlework in Puerto Rico from 12-1/2 cents 

to 22-l/:V cents has been recomnended by a special committee which has been con

ducting hearings on the Island on the economic and competitive conditions of this 

industry, accordinc to a cable received today from Msgr. Francis J. Haas, Chadrmaji. 

Under a recent congressional amendment to the Fair Labor Standards Act (Federal 

Uage and Hour Law), the conr.iittee VTB.S eHpo\\rered to recommend a minimum wage below 

the prcsont st.atutor;,'- wage of 30 cents an hour, providing such wage rate vdll not 

give "o.n3' indxxstry in Puerto Rico or in the Vii-gin Islands a competitive advantage 

over r.ny incluctry in the United Str.tcs." 

The conr.dttee voted these rates for home v.'ork: 12-1/2 cents an hour for work 

on lir,n(?ltcrcliicfs, household articles, cotton undcrvrcar, infants' dresses, ncedle-

pfoint r-.nd tufted rugs; 15 cents rm hour for.work on silk underwear rjid fabric gloves; 

18 cents ."-n hoxir for work on Ic.r.thcr gloves;.and 20 cents .-.n hour for work on 

chil(?urcn's, ladies', men's and boys' npparcl, . ; . 

For work in factories the cormiittcc rcconncndod 30 cents an hour for hand

kerchiefs; household .articles; children's, ladies', men's r,nd boj'-s' apparel; cotton 

undcr'i.'c-̂ .r; inf.ants' cresses; needlepoint; tufted rugs; all gloves; and 22-1/2 cents 

an hour for silk underwear, 

Msgr. He,as' c.ablc s.aid tlr-̂ t mombers of tho comrdttce v;crc signing a report 

v/hich '.'ould be fonr.-'.rdcd to Colonel Philip B. Fleming, Adninistr,--tor of the Wage 

r.nd Hour Division. A p-nblic hearing before the Administr.'̂ .tor on the rccomracndations 

.at which .any interested person mv~y r.ppc.ar vdll be held later, 
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At the cane time a cr.ble was r ece ived from Chr.rlcs A. Ifood, T e r r i t o r i a l 

Represen ta t ive Of the l/'ngc r.nd Hour D i v i s i o n for Puer to Rico, s t . a t ing t h a t a j udg

ment had been i s sued by Judge A. R. Dc Jesus en jo in ing 15 a d d i t i o n a l needlework .' 

cnployrrr- .agr.inst f u r t h e r v i o l a t i o n of the minimum wr,gc r.nd mcximum hours p r o 

v i s i o n s of the Fa i r Labor. Standards Act . This judgment w.s en t e r ed v.dth the con

sent of the employers, Mr. Vrood sa.id, and the a d d i t i o n of these f i f t e e n employers 

to the r o l l of those enjoined ncr.nt tlir.t i n j u n c t i o n s nov; cover every needlework 

opera tor on the IsL-",nc. not o t h e n d s e m.adc r. dcfcndPiit i n spec i rd o.ctions brought 

by the D iv i s ion . ' " ' - ' ' • 

The ncnbcrsli ip of the comrdttce which n^-dc the hovirly wage r n t c rcconncndat ions 

for the nC'C'dlcwork indus t ry on the I s l r . n d . i s : .:, 

For the piablic - lionsignor Fr-ancis J . Hr/xG of Cathol ic U n i v e r s i t y , Chniraa.n; 

Dr. JoGc M. G-'-dlnrdo, Insul.ar Commissioner of Educat ion; and i l n r t i n Travieso , 

J u s t i c e of the Insxil.ar Supreme Coi:rt, ^ ; 

For Indus t ry - il.'^.rin Louisa Arcelcy of Mayaguoz, cng.'^.gcd in nccdlcv/ork; ' * 

P . J . Rosaly, Ilnnagcr of tho Brnlc of Ponce; and FrnrJc II. Hr.yficld, P re s iden t of 

tho Nat iona l Rctr . i l Dry Goods Assoc i a t i on . "-.:. "iy- , , . , : ; , • ,T \ .":,.,, 

l o r L.abor - Prudencio Pd^'icro I l .art incz, Ins-ular Conmicsioncr of Lr.bor; 

Shem.an K. Dalr^.nr.-jlc, Vice P re s iden t of tlic Congress of I n d u s t r i a l Organ i sa t ions ; 

."'.nd D.r-.vic Dnbinsl-:y, P r e s iden t of the Intcrii.'^.tionrd Lad i e s ' G-r.rmcnt Norkcrc Union. 
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