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PUERTO RICAN COMIITTEE RECOIIENDS NEEDLE WORK RATES

A scale of hourly wage rates for needlevork in Puerto Rico from 12-1/2 cents
to 22—1/;(cenis has been recommended by a special committee which has been con-
ducting hearings on the Island on the economic and competitive conditions of this
industry, according to a cable received today from Hsgr. Francis J. Haas, Chairman.

Unier a recent congressional amendment to the Fair Labor Standards Act (Federal .
Were end Hour Law), the comuittee was empowered to recommend a minimum wage below
the present stotutory woge of 30 cents an hour, »roviding such wage rate will not
rive M"any industry in Puerto Rico or in the Virgin Islands a competitive advantage
over ony incdustry in the United Stotes.®

The cormittee voted these rotes for home works 12-1/2 cents an hour for work
on hondkzerchicfs, hougsenold articles, cotton underweor, infants! dresscs, needle;
noint and tufted rugs; 15 cents an hour for worlc on silk underwear and fabric gloves;
18 cecnts on hour for work on lecother glovesy ond 20 cents on hour for work on
children's, lodics!, men's anéd boys! oomorcel,

For work in foctorics the committec recommended 20 conts an hour for hand-
kerchiefs; lhousehold orticles; chiléren's, lndies!, men's and boys'! opnarcl; cotton
wnlervenr; infonts' Cressesy ncedlepoint; tufted rugs; oll gloves; and 22—1/2 cents
an hour for silk underwcor,

lisgr. Erns! cnble snid thnt nembers of the committee were signing o rojort
waich would bo forwnrded to Coloncl Philin B, Fleming, Administrntor of the Wage
ond Hour Division. A »ublic henring before the Administrotor on the recommendations
~t vhich ~ny intorested person moy cnpenr will be held loter,
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At the shme time o coble wos received from Chorles A, Wood; Territorinl
Renreseatotive 6f the Wonge and Hour Division for Pucrto Rico, stating that a judgi
nent hod been issned by Judge A. R. De Jesus cnjoining 15 additional nccdlework
cmloyers ngoinst further violation of the minimum weage ond meximum hours »pro-
visions of the Fair Lobor Stondords Act. This judgment wos cntercd with the con-
sent of thc cmployers, Mr. Wood said, and the addition of these fifteen emnloyers
to thc roll of those enjoincd meont thnt injunctions now cover every ncedlework
oncrntor on the Islnnd not otherwise mode o defondont in special actions brovght

by thec Division.

The membershin of the committec wvhich made the hourly woge rote recommendations
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for the ncedlework iadustry on the Island,
Tor the Public —AHonsignor Froncis J. Heas of Cotheolie University, Chairmaon;

Dr. Jose K. Gnllrrdo, Insulor Commissioncr of Educotion; ond iertin Trovieso,

Justice of the Insular Sunrcne Courte.
Tor Industry - lioria Louisa Arceley of licynguez, engnged in needlowork;

P. J. Rosaly, lionnger of the Bonk of Poncey ond Fronk M, Hayficld, President of

the Hational Retnil Dry Goods Associotion.
For Lobor - Prucdencio Riviero linrtincz, Insular Commissioner of Labor;

Shernon E. Delrymple, Viee President of the Congress of Industrinl Orgonizoations;

and Dovic Dubinsky, President of the Internntionnl Lodies! Goarment Workers Union,
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